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Season's Grevtings 


MY FELLOW RAILROADERS: 


To you and your families go my warm 


personal wishes for a joyful holiday season. 


May all the days of the coming New Year 
be filled with health and happiness for each 
of you. 

D. J. RUSSELL, President 


C. H. Grant Retires; Hatcher 
Heads Transportation Department 


C. H. GRANT 


RAILROADING career of 46 
t% years ended for C. H. Grant 
when he retired November 30 as 
general superintendent of trans- 
portation, Pacific Lines, 

Sueceeding him is J. M. Hatcher, 
formerly superintendent of trans- 
portation. 

J. P. Griffin, system examiner, 
has been appointed to succeed 
Hatcher. 

Grant started to work for SP in 
1921 as a train dispatcher at Port- 
jand. Prior to that time he had 
been employed by other railroads. 

In 1931 he moved to Sacramento 
as train dispatcher. He returned to 
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Portland in 1936 and advanced 
through positions of assistant 
trainmaster-division examiner and 
trainmaster and, in 1942, he became 
assistant superintendent. 

He moved to the Salt Lake Divi- 
sion in 1943 as assistant superin- 
tendent and served in that position 
until 1944 when he came to San 
Francisco as superintendent of 
transportation. He was appointed 
general superintendent of trans- 
portation in 1947. 

During World War I, Grant 
served as a Lt. Colonel with the 
American Expeditionary Forces in 
Siberia. 

Hatcher, who started railroading 
in Canada in 1917 as a machinist, 
joined SP in 1927. He advanced 
through several positions in the 
operating, freight traffic and trans- 
portation departments prior to 
World War IH, when he served as 
superintendent of transportation 
for the American Military Railway 
Service in India. He was named 
supervisor of freight service in 
1949 and superintendent of trans- 
portation in 1954. 

Griffin joined SP in 1940 as a 
telegrapher on the Shasta Division. 
In 1943 he became a train dis- 
patcher. He was named assistant 
trainmaster-division examiner on 
the Shasta Division in 1947. Griffin 
came to San Francisco in 1951 as 
assistant system examiner and 
was promoted to system examiner 
in 1954, 


We're Spending $112 Million 


In Arizona and New Mexico 


OUTHERN PACIFIC recently 

announced plans for a new $3 
million centralized Traffic Control 
system between Lordsburg and El 
Paso, rounding out an $11.5 million 
spending program in Arizona and 
New Mexico for 1958. 


President Russell said another 
feature of the improvement pro- 
gram will be a new $840,000 heavy 
repair shop at Tucson fer re- 
frigerator cars of the Pacific Fruit 
Express Company. This is in addi- 
tion to a $90,000 PFE repair shop 
for mechanical refrigeration units, 
which is now under construction. 


“The southwest is one of the 
fastest growing areas on our lines,” 
Russell said. “Our heavy invest- 
ments are to provide the stepped- 
up and diversified transportation 
services which this growth 
requires.” 

The new 140-mile “pushbutton” 
Centralized Traffic Control system 
will be completed next October. It 
will connect with the 124-mile 
CTC installation soon to be com- 
pleted between Mescal and Lords- 
burg at a cost of $3.7 million. 

Pushbutton controls on the Mes- 
cal to E? Paso stretch will sub- 
stantially increase capacity of this 
SP main line, Russell explained. 

A $1.6 million enlargement of 
SP freight yards at Tucson, in- 
eluded in the spending program 
to improve service and facilities 
for shippers, is now nearing 
completion. 

The program for 1958 also in- 
cludes installation of booster 
pumps for SP pipelines at Lords- 
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burg and Afton, New Mexico, at 
a cost of $800,000. This was the 
final phase of a $1.8 million pro- 
gram started in 1957 to increase 
the capacity of the El Paso-Phoenix 
pipeline. 

Another pipeline project was the 
expansion of service facilities at 
Phoenix and Tucson. 

In the past six months SP has 
spent nearly a million dollars to 
acquire property for potential in- 
dustrial sites. A major step was 
establishment of the 480-acre 
Phoenix-Tempe Industry Center, 
a joint venture with the Central 
Arizona Property Corporation. 

This site alone is expected to 
attract many millions worth of in- 
dustrial units, including plants, 
warehouses and other facilities. 

This year we have built or 
authorized trackage for 24 new 
industries in Arizona and New 
Mexico at a cost of $312,000. 


Another improvement covered 
in the 1958 program was expansion 
of SP truck and piggyback 
facilities at Phoenix, 


Frank Dowd Moves Up 


Promoted to assistant to the su- 
perintendent of communications, 
San Francisco, last month was 
Frank J. Dowd. 

Dowd, who joined SP in 1923, 
advances from the post of com- 
munications traffic supervisor 
which he had filled since 1951. 

In his new capacity he will su- 
pervise ali PBX and inter-city 
telephone traffic on Pacific Lines, 
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E. G. Davis Retires; 
P, V. Stone Succeeds 


DWARD G. DAVIS, terminal 

superintendent, San Francisco, 
retired November i after 41 years’ 
service with our company. 

He was succeeded by Preston V. 
Stone, former assistant terminal 
superintendent at San Francisco. 

Davis joined SP in 1917 as a 
switehman at Tueson. He later 
worked as a yardmaster at Tucson 
and Colton. Prior to his appoint- 
ment as terminal superintendent 
in San Francisco he served at Los 
Angeles. 

Stone, whose father is a retired 
engineer, started to work for 
Southern Pacific in 1929 at the 
Port Costa roundhouse. Most of his 
service was on the Western Divi- 
sion where he served as switch- 
man, engine foreman, and assistant 
trainmaster. However, in 1955 he 
was transferred to the Shasta Di- 
vision and was itrainmaster at 
Klamath Falls. In 1957 he became 
assistant terminal superintendent 
at San Francisco, 


C. F. Head Named 
Commerce Agent 

HARLES F, HEAD, former 

chief of SP’s transcontinental 

rate bureau, San Francisco, has 
been appointed commerce agent 
for our freight traffic department. 

In his new assignment, Head 
will handle cases involving freight 
rates and charges before the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission and 
state public utility commissions. 

Head has been with Southern 
Pacific since 1941, except for World 
War II service in Europe with the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
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LEON KING 


Captain Of Red Caps 
Retires After 41 Years 


EON “CAPTAIN” KING, the 

gentleman in charge of all Red 
Caps on our Western Division, re- 
tired recently after 41 years of 
service with Southern Pacific, 

During his 32 years as captain 
of the Red Caps, King has helped 
scores of dignitaries as they ar- 
rived at and departed from our 
Oakland terminals. Some of those 
he recalls are Presidents Wilson, 
Roosevelt, and Truman, the Em- 
peror of Ethiopia and the King of 
Belgium. 

His friendly smile and courteous 
manner have won him a host of 
friends among travelers and fellow 
railroad employes. One hundred 
and seventy of these friends 
gathered in Oakland to honor him 
at a farewell dinner November 7. 

What are “Cap’s” plans for the 
future? 

He’s decided he would like to do 
a little traveling on his own after 
watching so many travelers come 
and go. 


BANANA BONANZA! 
We Haul Enough For A 
Half Billion Banana Splits 


LTHOUGH bananas are one of 
~<\. the most perishable fruits and 
not marketed in canned, frozen or 
dricd form, on any day of the ycar 
anywhere in the U. S. the house- 
wife can buy them at peak fresh- 
ness. What makes this possible is 
elose coordination of our trains 
with ships, mechanized loaders and 
the still indispensible, strong, 
bronzed backs celebrated in Calyp- 
so lyrics about the banana boats. 


For an example, take a lock at 
the weekly “banana rush” at Los 
Angeles. This is the busiest banana 
port on the West Coast, although 
San Francisco and Seattle also are 
major distribution centers along 
with New Orleans, Mobile, Charles- 
ton, Baltimore and New York on 
the other side of the nation. 

At Los Angeles every Monday 
our Pacific Electric Railway joins 
in a well-timed triple play with the 
parent Southern Pacific and with 
Pacific Fruit Express to speed an 
average 150 carloads of the tropical 
fruit to Southern California and 
Arizona points. Sometimes—de- 
pending on ship sailings and mar- 
ket variations—the cars loaded at 
Los Angeles reach as far east as 
Denver and up into Idaho and 
Montana. Sometimes, too, there are 
two boats a week. 

Our banana story begins in Costa 
Rica, for instance. (Most of the 
production today comes from Cen- 
tral America, although Australia 
and some other countries grow 
quite a few bananas.) On a United 
Fruit Company plantation, where 
average temperature is 80° and the 
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Here is the Musa, one of the white refrigerator 
freighters in the banana traffic, tied up at 
Berth 347, Wilmington, at Los Angeles Harbor. 
Cranes with endless conveyor bells reach over 
into the ship's four holds and four decks down. 


annual rainfall 127 inches, natives 
bend the 30-foot banana plant and 
cut off the single bunch, or “stem,” 
of fruit which the plant has taken 
14 months to praduce. 


The natives trim the plant to 
the ground at the same time. Then 
they leave it alone. In another 14 
months the plant has again grown 
to a 30-foot height and bears an- 
other single bunch of bananas. 

The bananas are green, literally 
and hortieulturally. They are one 
fruit which is strictly unflavorful 
when “tree-ripened.” Even when 
they are to be eaten in the tropics 
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only the lowest-brow monkey 
would allow them to ripen on the 
stem. However, once picked they 
cannot be stored for months like 
apples. They begin to ripen—al- 
though quite slowly if kept at 
medium low temperature — and 
must be marketed in 10 to 20 days. 
Modern transportation makes such 
marketing possible at points 10,000 
miles away. 

The same day they are harvested, 
the bananas are loaded into a re~ 
frigerator boat. During the few 
hours of elapsed time from field 
to freighter the stems have taken 
a short tractor ride, gone a few 
miles in slat-sided, narrow gauge 
railroad cars with canopy roofs, 
had a shower bath in a mechanical 


washer to remove fungicides and 
any bugs, had the cut ends of their 
stalks painted with a blue preserv- 
ative and been encased in plastic 
bags to ward off bruises, insects 
and sun. 

One of about 60 in this service, 
the banana boat puts to sea im- 
mediately, her holds full of green 
fruit cooled to 55° and her captain 
in radio contact with his company 
to report estimated time of arrival 
at Los Angeles Harbor. While the 
gleaming white ship ploughs ahead 
at 16 to 19 knots on the week-long 
voyage the landlubbers are doing 
their part of the job. 

At Berth 147, Wilmington, United 
Fruit’s Los Angeles manager, John 


This is the dock end of the gantry, where stems coming from the boat roll onto a conveyor belt 
leading to Pacific Fruit Express refrigerator cars. 
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B. Hansen, is in touch with his 
banana jobbers and with our 
TF&PA Paul S. Douglass at our 
nearby Wilmington district office. 
Douglass has been the railroad’s 
“Top Banana” Jooking after this 
traffic at Wilmington since 1936. 


“The Musa is our boat for next 
Monday, Doug,” says Hansen. 
“Should make close to 165 car- 
loads.” 

As Douglass relays the word, 
Pacific Electric begins rounding up 
the PFE refrigerator cars and turn- 
ing them over to the Harbor Belt 
Line Railroad, the switching agency 
at the port, for spotting on the 
eight tracks paralleling United 
Fruit’s four sheds, Sixty cars at a 
time can be spotted. 

By the time families are arising 
in the Monday dawn to begin 
another week of work or school 
the Musa (botanical name of the 
banana plant is Musa sapientum) 
has threaded through Los Angeles 
Harbor and dropped anchors at 
Berth 147. At 7 a.m. 240 longshore- 
men report. They peel back the 
hatch covers to enable four massive 
gantry conveyors to reach over 
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Ripening bananas 
rejected for Pacific 
Fruit Express foad- 
ing are cut, sorted, 
boxed and sold 
right on the dock. 


from the dock and down into the 
ship’s four holds. 

Workmen lift the 75-to-90-pound 
stems one at a time onto the rubber 
cradies of the gantry’s endless 
belts. The belts climb high above 
the ship and swoop down onto the 
dock where the stems are gently 
rolled, automatically, onto trough- 


Into Pacific Fruit Express "reefer" cars go the 
plastic-sheathed stems of bananas. Each cano- 
pied loading dock serves two railroad spurs, 
and 60 cars can be spotted for loading. 
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like conveyors. Most of the ba- 
nanas in their plastic sheaths are 
still sea-green and four to seven 
days short of being ready for the 
fruit bowl. 

As the stems—cach sprouting as 
many as 250 bananas—come off the 
gantrics they are inspected. An 
occasional bunch which is ap- 
proaching ripeness is lifted out to 
portable racks, sold to nearby mer- 
chants and cut up for store delivery 
on the spot. 

At a rapid clip the criss-crossing 
belts convey the rest of the stems 
along the covered platforms beside 
strings of PFE cars. Checkers se- 
lect fruit of a uniform degree of 
maturity for each reefer and two 
longshoremen at each car lift the 
stems through the door, where a 
third carefully arranges and tics 
them upright on the floor, 

About 280 stems—some 21,000 
pounds—are loaded into each re- 
frigerator car. As cars are filled, a 
diesel switch engine pulls them 
away and shoves in a new string 
of empties. 

Harbor Belt Line takes the cars 
in cuts the short distance to Pier A, 
where any necessary icing is done 
to maintain the same 55° tempera- 
ture as in the ship. (In winter 
climates heaters instead of ice may 
be used to keep the temperature up 
to 55, since frozen bananas are no 
better than overripe ones.) 

Pacific Electric crews, which 
have been running these banana 
trains almost as long as anyone can 
remember, now take over. They 
haul about 60 cars at a time on a 
quick run to the Butte St. or 8th 
St. yards on the edge of downtown 
Los Angeles, where yardmen 
quickly break the train for further 
delivery to PE points or for trans- 
fer to Southern Pacific or other 
connections, 


December, 1958 


Fresh off the boat! Paul Douglass, our travel- 
ing freight and passenger agen}, Wilmington, 
tries a ripe banana and finds it delicious, 


This year an estimated 8,000 car- 
loads of bananas will be shipped 
from Wilmington and Pacific Elec- 
trie will handle most of them— 
more than 2 million stems, or 
enough for half a billion banana 
splits. The preponderance of the 
movement is local to PE, to supply 
the half dozen major banana job- 
bers around Los Angeles, and the 
interline movement is principally 
to SP, 

If bananas are to be in the re- 
frigerator cars longer than first 
day delivery out of Los Angeles a 
United Fruit representative may 
accompany them. This “banana 
messenger” rides in the caboose 
and periodically takes the bananas’ 
temperature—literally—by sticking 
them with a thermometer. He con- 
trols the ripening process by order- 
ing more ice or adjusting the car 
ventilators or, in frigid weather, 
turning on heaters. 

Upon delivery of the PFE cars 
to jobbers’ spur tracks the stems 
are hustled into huge ripening 
rooms. There they are stripped of 
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their plastic dresses and given an- 
other shower bath from overhead 
sprinklers, The spray not only 
gives the fruit another refreshen- 
ing cleansing but also helps to 
create the humidity which hastens 
final ripening. 


The fruit then is cut, boxed and 
rushed to grocery produce sections 
to arrive just in time for weekend 
shopping. If milady wants fruit 
to broil, bake or fry she selects the 
all-yellow or the green-tipped ba- 
nanas. If she is looking for table 
fruit just right for eating she 
chooses the golden yellow bananas 
flecked with brown, 


Lordsburg Trainmasters 
Head ‘Milk Fund’ Drive 


SSISTANT trainmasters C. T. 
Babers and W. B, Jeffries, 
Lordsburg, New Mexico, recently 
learned that there were many chil- 
dren attending public schools in 
that town who were not receiving 
milk at recess time, due to their 
parents being unable to pay for it. 
These two supervisors promptly 
decided that something should be 
done about the situation. They im- 
mediately made plans to start a 
fund to buy milk for the under- 
privileged children. To date there 
has been $277 donated by Southern 
Pacific employes (trainmen, en- 
ginemen, clerks, station employes 
and supervisors) who either work 
in Lordsburg, or make runs into 
that terminal. 

As a result of Babers’ and Jeff- 
ries’ efforts, between 40 and 50 
underprivileged children in the 
first through the fourth grades are 
now being served milk daily. 


LOOK AROUND YOU. Everything spic 
and span? [f it is, you'll get an “A” 
for effort in our Good housekeeping 
campaign, 
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VIOLET EDNA WENBURG, requisition clerk 
und stenographer, Stationery Store, West 
Ouaklond, retired recently after more 
than 39 years’ service with our company, 
all of it at the Store. Her many friends 
wish her well in her retirement. 


PMT Places First 
In Maintenance Contest 


JOR. the second consecutive year, 

Pacific Motor Trucking Com- 
pany has won the Maintenance 
Efficiency contest held by Fleet 
Owner Magazine. PMT placed first 
in Group 1 which consists of com- 
mon carrier trucking fleets with 
over 750 vehicles. 

The judges’ decisions were based 
upon information furnished by car- 
riers as to scope and character of 
operations, miles operated, unusual 
operating and service conditions, 
descriptions of maintenance facili- 
ties, maintenance personnel, vol- 
ume of work performed, and a 
complete description of carrier’s 
maintenance system. 

As proof of maintenance effi- 
ciency, the carriers submit a rec- 
ord of number of road failures in 
ratio to total miles operated, fuel 
and oil consumption, and actual 
maintenance cost in cents per mile. 
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Contest Winners Named; 
Starpacer Comes In First 


UR “Name The Train” contest 

is over. Nearly 2000 entries 
poured into the Bulletin and In- 
side Track offices since the contest 
was announced in September. 


And now our new Los Angeles 
to Portland freight train has a 
name, Hereafter she will be 
called STARPACER. 


J. J. Holland, a ticket clerk from 
Santa Barbara, submitted the win- 
ning entry. He will receive a first 
place award of a $50 United States 
savings bond. 

Second prize of a $25 savings 
bond goes to Luis Juarez, a car 
inspector from El Paso. The name 
he submitted was GEM (Golden 
Empire Manifest). 


The judges found it no easy task 
to choose the winners because so 
many apt and colorful names were 
submitted. 


Our thanks to you for sueh an 
enthusiastic response to our “Name 
The Train” contest—and our con~ 
gratulations to the winners. 


Honorable Mention 


Honorable Mention winners and the 
names submitted were: WESTCOAST 
BEACON — Robert Mock, extra wire 
chief, Tucson, Arizona: THE GOLDEN 
EMPIRE--L, Fischer, city freight agent, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Earl W. 
Blake, clerk, Oakland, California; 
NIGHT SWirT—Virginia Branic-Spencer, 
head information-ticket clerk, Travel 
Service, General Office; THE MARKET. 
MASTER—T. 2, Reynolds, traveling 
freight agent, T&NO Lines, Texas; 
STAR DASH, Bonnie Wunt, secretary, 
Detroit, Michigan; THE PORTLAND 
ROCKET—H. UL. Daniels, design engi- 
neer, SP Pipe Lines, Inc., Los Angeles, 
California; Roger G. Blair, clerk, Los 
Angeles; METEOR--S. A. Christensen, 
chief of rate bureau, Los Angeles; THE 
PORTLAND PACER—Bryan Parks, file 
clerk, Transportation Dept., General 
Office; GOLDEN EMPIRE FAST FREIGHT— 
Vurney 4. Brown, train clerk, Fresno, 
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California; THE STARDUSTER—J. J, Hol- 
jand, ticket clerk, Santa Barbara; THE 
BEAVER—G. W. Mountford, asst. traffic 
manager, PFE Company, San Francisco, 
California; Walter A. Westington, pen- 
sioner, Paradise, California; Francis J. 
Ryan, delivery clerk, Union Station, 
Los Angeles, California; THE PORTLAND 
CULL—3. B. Pennington, pensioner, 
Klamath Falls, Oregon; SHAST4 MER- 
CHANDIZER—William H. Hambly, asst. 
agent, Pacific Electric Railway, Azusa; 
THE FALCON—Ilenry Baessler, machin- 
ist, LA Shops; 1. W. Hannibal, agent, 
Belmont, California; Wesley E. Drumm, 
pensioner, Red Bluff, California; 
Thomas W. Graham, Jr., electrician ap- 
prentice, Sacramento General Shops; 
PORTLAND FPLYER—John Ferrell, asst. 
tax and R/W agent, El Paso, Texas; 
Lesle Cockrell, car foreman, Los An- 
geles Taylor Yard: THE SHAST4 EX- 
PRESS—Jason R, Burk, fireman, Duns- 
muir, California; EVERGREEN EXPRESS 
—J. E, Webster, clerk, General Office; 
PORTLANDER—Carl V, Anderson, pen- 
sioner, Los Angeles, California; NORTH. 
WiND—John B. Hart, city freight agent, 
New York; George V. Housman, chief 
statistician, Passenger Traffic, General 
Office; Fred C. Montgomery, pensioner, 
Youngstown, Arizona; Billy R. Rohner, 
relief clerk, Stockton, California; TEt- 
TUNIC—Helen G. Byrne, clerk, PT&PR, 
General Office, 


RALPH HOLMES, government rate clerk 
in the Government Bureay of the Freight 
Accounts office, General Office, retired 
after more than 47 years with our com- 
pany. He wos honored at a farewell 
dinner by his many friends. 


Accounting, Engineering Depts. 


Promotions Announced 


L. W. Garrison, formerly assist- 
ant superintendent, San Joaquin 
Division, has been appointed as- 
sistant superintendent of the Rio 
Grande Division. He succeeds R. 
B. Gibson who passed away on 
October 11. 

W. C. Morris, formerly assistant 
superintendent, Los Angeles Di- 
vision, has transferred to Bakers- 
field as assistant superintendent of 
the San Joaquin Division. 

Sueceeding Morris is A. D. De- 
Moss, formerly division engineer, 
Salt Lake Division. 

R. E. Frame, formerly senior as- 
sistant division engineer, Los An- 
geles Division, succeeds DeMoss. 

O. G. Linde, formerly assistant 
division engineer, Northwestern 
Pacific, has moved to Los Angeles 
as senior assistant division engi- 
neer, and R. A. Lathrop, formerly 
general track foreman, Coast Di- 
vision, has transferred to NWP as 
assistant division engineer. 

Garrison started with our com- 
pany in 1936 as a brakeman on the 
Portland Division. Since that time 
he has served as conductor, assist- 
ant trainmaster, and trainmaster. 
He became assistant superintend- 
ent, San Joaquin Division, in 1956. 

Morris joined SP in 1937 as a 
brakeman on the San Joaquin 
Division. He subsequently served 
as conductor, assistant trainmaster 
at Bakersfield and assistant ter- 
minal superintendent at Roseville 
and Los Angeles prior to his 
appointment as assistant superin- 
tendent, Los Angeles Division, last 
year. 

DeMoss began his career with 
Southern Pacific in 1943 as rodman 
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and draftsman on the Sacramento 
Division, He also served on the 
Shasta and Western Divisions prior 
to his appointment as division en- 
gineer at Ogden in 1956. 

Frame joined our railroad on the 
Portland Division in 1950 as a rod- 
man, From 1951 to 1953 he was on 
a special assignment in the Chief 
Engineer’s Office in San Francisco. 
In 1957 he was appointed senior 
assistant division engineer on the 
Los Angeles Division. 

Linde started with SP as a rod- 
man on the Portland Division in 
1950, In 1954 he transferred to 
NWP as assistant engineer and in 
1956 he was promoted to assistant 
division engineer. 

Lathrop began his career as a 
junior rodman on the Sait Lake 
Division in 1939. He transferred 
to the Coast Division in 1940 where 
he worked as instrumentman, en- 
gineering inspector, and assistant 
engineer. He became general track 
foreman in 1956. 


Accounting Department 
Changes Announced 


UE to enlarged responsibilities, 

Cc. C. Cather was appointed to 
position of assistant metheds and 
research officer in office of Vice 
President and General Auditor, 
San Francisco, effective November 
1. Other promotions in Methods 
and Research office include J. M. 
DeMartini to position of super- 
yisor—systems and methods; F. B. 
Torley, from Freight Accounts 
office, to position of systems and 
methods analyst, and W. J. Ander- 
son, from Pay Roll Accounts office, 
to position of research assistant. 


SP Bulletin 


Baby Submarine 
Shipped Via SP 


BABY submarine which shoots 

pictures—not torpedoes — 
moved out of Los Angeles Harbor 
recently on a 3,000-mile maiden 
journey, but by railroad instead of 
by sea. 

SP carried the unusual 92,000- 
pound shipment two-thirds of the 
way—to New Orleans—on its trip 
to Miami. In Miami a giant crane 
placed it in the Miami River where 
it proceeded under its own power 
to Nassau, Bahamas. 

A true submarine and believed 
to be the only one ever built for 
underseas photography, the Ceta- 
cean was designed, constructed and 
thoroughly tested over a period of 
three years by Edmund Martine of 
Los Angeles, former instructor in 
naval ship building. 

He and his skipper will form a 
crew of two to operate it in the 
crystal-clear Bahaman waters for 
oceanographic societies and motion 
picture and television people. Four 
photographers and a ton of equip- 
ment can be accommodated at the 


Howard McCargar (left), DF&PA, Wilmington, 
discusses shipment of the Cetacean with Art 


Severson of National Metal & Steel Corp. 
Terminal Istand. 


big front window of the 43-foot 
vessel, 

The Cetacean is double-hulled 
and also double-keeled to enable it 
to settle firmly on the ocean floor 
and work at depths of 600 fect. 

Powerful batteries in the twin 
keels run photographic floodlights 
enabling cameras to record action 
150 feet away. The sub can stay 
submerged on a single photo- 
graphic assignment for 10 hours. 


THE AMERICAN RAILWAYS SUPERVISORS ASSOCIATION held its sev: i 

convention at San Francisco on November 37 and 18. When their budlnoce aiccheteas 
were concluded, the members and their wives enjoyed a dinner-dance at the Hotel 
Bellevue. One of the featured speakers was W. D. Lumprecht, stending, our general 
monager, who spoke optimistically of the future of the railroads. Master of 
ceremonies was Fred Riehl, president and general chairman of the ARSA. 


He Talks Turkey 


ve 


Jack Webster And ‘Friends’ 


RE you a turkey peeker? When 
£ the family is sitting around 
waiting for Christmas dinner to be 
served and you smeil the delicious 
aroma of turkey cooking do you 
sneak out to the kitchen, open the 
oven and take a peek at the gold- 
en-browned bird — maybe even 
sniteh off a bite? 

Well, Jack Webster, cashier at 
our freight office in Lindsay, Cali- 
fornia, and his wife Vickie and 
their daughters, Jo Ann and Elsie, 
don’t even want to peek. They’ve 
been looking at hundreds of tur- 
keys since May. And they weren’t 
stuffed or golden-brown — they 
were alive and gobbling. 

How does a railroader who 
knows nothing about turkeys or 
farming end up raising 1,500 of the 
birds annually? 
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Let’s let Jack himself tell you 
how he did it: 

“We purchased our 15 acres of 
land in 1952, partly by accident but 
mostly by choice. We were living 
in town and our needs required a 
larger house, as our little family 
was expanding. We searched the 
town over and could find nothing 
in our price range that interested 
us, so we decided to go out of the 
city limits and look for a home 
with a little acreage and possibly 
a few orange trees, and try our lot 
at ‘green thumbing.’ We found the 
place we liked and after the votes 
were counted we moved in and 
started farming along with our 
railroading. 

“The place came equipped with 
a brooder house and other equip- 
ment necessary to raise turkeys, 


SP Bulletin 


i 


eight and a half acres of oranges, 
three and a half acres in pome- 
granates, and a few olive trees. 

“Having had no experience in 
either farming or turkey raising, 
we solicited the help of the De- 
partment of Agriculture to keep us 
on the right track in the raising of 
the oranges, olives, and pomegran- 
ates. And the field men from the 
various feed houses were only too 
glad to start us out on turkeys as 
there were no flocks to speak of in 
this immediate district. The field 
representative of our feed com- 
pany held our hand throughout the 
first year and we were off to a 
good start. 

“Thanksgiving finally came and 
our birds were well established 
around Lindsay. By Christmas we 
were out of birds completely and 
we were happy enough with the 
results that we were ready to give 
it another try the following April. 


We Gave ~— 
— but Good! 


Southern Pacific employes in 
and around San Francisco went 
over the top this year with their 
United Crusade contributions. 
A total of 3,304 men and women 
subseribed $57,643—an average 
of $18.38 per contributor. This 
compares to an average of $16.83 
contributed per person last year 
from the Bay area. 


Serving as general chairman 
of the United Bay Area Crusade 
for Southern Pacific for the sec- 
ond successive year was John 
Malarkey, safety supervisor. 


Final figures for other areas 
around the Pacific Lines had 
not been received by the time 
the Bulletin went to press. We 
hope to bring you a complete 
round up story next month. 
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RUSSELL MOEBIUS 


Russell Moebius Retires 
After 38 Years’ Service 


HE retirement last month of 

Russell Moebius, assistant 
general manager, Pacific Electric 
Railway, ended a 42-year railroad- 
ing career. 

Moebius joined PE in 1920 after 
serving on other railroads. Prior 
to his appointment as superinten- 
dent of rail passenger service in 
1948, he served as assistant super- 
visor of express service and as 
trainmaster of PE’s Western 
District. 

In 1952 he was named general 
superintendent over both freight 
and passenger service, and was 
promoted to assistant general 
manager in 1953. 


NO TRUER WORDS were ever utfered 
than “Better clean and clear than clui- 
tered!’’—Good housekeeping’s the ticket. 
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@ Chrysanthemums grow best in pro- 
tective atmosphere of greenhouses, This 
smiling miss clasps a handful of fine 
blossoms, freshly picked. 


pb At the warehouse, the mums are 
sorted according to size, color and 
variety. 
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MUMS THE WORD 


T’S the holiday season—wher- 

ever you are. And one of the 
most popular flowers around these 
days is the Chrysanthemum. House- 
wives like them. Secretaries like 
them, Girls like to wear them to 
football games. 


Many “Mums” are grown in the 
area south of San Francisco. The 
climate there is just right to pro- 
duce the long-stemmed beauties 
everyone prefers. A considerable 
portion of the flowers go to waiting 
florists throughout the land via 
Railway Express Agency, and 
Southern Pacific hauls the REA 
reefers towards their destination 
—which makes it nice for everyone. 


> The flower-filled boxes are carried by 
conveyor belt to workers who tie them 
securely with heavy cord. 


4 Before they begin their long rail 
field-fresh flowers 
cooled in refrigerators at the warehouse. 


b Final step: The big bright blossoms 
into REA cars and sent 
swiftly on their way via SP. 
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Sorters carefully wrap the flowers in 
waxed tissue and place them in long 
cardboard boxes. Mums have been 
known for over 2,000 years and are 
the national flower of Japan. 


ites 
evepaues 
Sr 


“SONNY (WALTER, JR} 
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MEET THE MAHONS 


W E’D like you to meet the 
Mahons, a railroad family 
from Caliente, California. 

Walter Mahon and four of his 
sons work for Southern Pacific. 

The Mahon-SP relationship be- 
gan 85 years ago when Walter, 
track supervisor for the Tehachapi 
district, started to work for us as 
a section laborer. He was 16 years 
old. 

Since then, five of his sons have 
followed in his footsteps. Each of 
them started to work for us as soon 
as he graduated from Bakersfield 
High School. 

Railroading has always played 
an important part in Walter 
Mahon’s life. When he was a young 
man, the railroad ran through a 
ranch owned by the Castros, a 
pioneer Bakersfield area family. 


When Walter was working with 


a section gang on track that went 
through the ranch, he noticed an 
attractive black~haired girl. He 
was a little shy. And of course he 


. didn’t want to seem forward, so he 


asked his mother if she would in- 
vite the Castro girl over for din- 
ner sometime—anytime, just so it 
was soon! 

She did. And it wasn't long until 
Marguerite Castro became Walter's 
wife, 

The Mahons now have nine chil- 
dren, two daughters and seven 
sons. 

Like their father, the Mahon 
boys started to work on section 
gangs on the San Joaquin Division. 
They now hold supervisory jobs at 
various points along our lines. 

Walter Jr, 31 (‘“Sonny” to his 
acquaintances), has the same job 
as his father, only on the Bakers- 
field district. 

Richard, 27, is supervisor of 
track for the Pacific Electric Rail- 
way. 

Vincent, 26, is general track fore- 
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VINCE, WITH HiS SON 
CARL, WHO IS AL. 
READY A RAILROADER 
—ON A MODEL SCALE 
THAT IS! 


yg 


Inman, with headquarters at Love- 
lock. 

Jimmy, 21, is assistant foreman 
on our system steel gang. (Bulletin 
readers will recali meeting him 
and his wife Nancy in the Vaga- 
bond Train story in last month’s 
issue.) 

Gary, 18, graduated from high 
school earlier this year and worked 
with the system steel gang until 
September, when he left to enter 
college at Bakersfield. 


Holiday Reunions 
There are two younger boys in 
the Mahon family, Larry 10, and 
Gene, 8, so it is quite possible that 
in a few years there may be eight 
Mahons working on our railroad. 


Now, with just the two young 
boys left at home, things are pretty 
quiet around the family house. 


Talking over track maintenance, at the site 
where the Bakersfield district meets the 
Tehachapi district, are: (1. to r) D. J. 
O'Keefe, roadmaster, Bakersfield; "Sonny" 
Mahon; Gus Kuvlis, motor car operator; 
"Hank" Mather, roadmaster, Tehachapi: and 
Walter Mahon. 


At the Caliente Post Office Larry Mahon gives 
"Sparky" the afternoon mail to take home. 


But at Christmas when the other 
seven children bring 15 grand- 
children home to spend the holi- 
days with Grandma and Grandpa, 
the scene changes to one of happy 
confusion. 

At such reunions the main topic 
of conversation is track main- 
tenance; but running a close sec- 
ond are hunting and fishing. 

Walter and all of his sons are 
avid sportsmen. 

In Caliente, when a person buys 
a hunting license he puts two dol- 
lars in a pot and the hunter who 
bags the biggest deer wins all. In 
both 1955 and 1956 Walter walked 
away with the winnings. 

The gateposts in front of the 
Mahon home serve as a display 
piece for the large collection of 
antlers from deer Walter and the 
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boys have killed through the years. 

This year Walter was able to go 
hunting with all of his older boys, 
except Vincent. They each got a 
deer. 


Handy Hunter 

Another hunter in the family is 
“Sparky,” a black cocker spaniel. 
Not only is he good at retrieving 
game, but each day he goes to the 
post office and picks up the mail 
and brings it home. And if Mar- 
guerite is busy, the accommodating 
pooch goes to the store and picks 
up the groceries. 

Walter and Marguerite were 
married young and their activities 
have always been centered around 
their family. And like them, their 
sons married young and have 
started families of their own. 

The gatherings the Mahons es- 
pecially look forward to are the 


barbecues at Grandpa Castro’s 
ranch. 

Castro’s pit-barbecue artistry is 
well known in the Bakersfield area. 
He began barbecuing nearly 50 
years ago. Now, at the age of 84, 
he still enjoys cooking a beef or 
two, 

The high point of his career as a 
chef was 10 or 12 years ago when 
he barbecued 27 head of beef to 
serve 25,000 people. To go with 
the meat, he cooked 650 pounds of 
beans. And it took 125 gallons of 
chili sauce for the meal. 


Family Affair 
Whether it is a barbecue at the 
Castro ranch or a hunting trip in 
the nearby mountains, with the 
Mahons it’s a family affair. 
They enjoy life—together, 


An evening in the Mahon home finds Larry practicing on his saxophone while Dad gives him 
some pointers, Mom and brother Gene make up the audience. The pert pup sitting with Mrs. 
Mahon is “Pixey,? her pet chihuahua. 
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SP Family 


by Lou Richardson & Gen Callahan 


Scottish Salute! 

This recipe comes to us from 
Mrs. Ramsey of Sacramento via 
Sylvia Ahlgren, (Bulletin reporter, 
Bakersfield}. Sylvia had oppor- 
tunity to sample Mrs. Ramsey’s 
Scotch Shortbread and has sub- 
mitted the recipe for all of us to try. 

The shortbread is delicious, Mrs. 
Ramsey. You'll be receiving a copy 
of our “New California Cookbook” 
for your Scottish recipe. 


Rrreal Scotch Shortbread 


1 pound butter (rrreal butterrr, 
please!) 

1 scant cup sugarrrr 

5 cups flourrr 


Put butter and sugar into a large 
bow! and work by hand until well 
mixed. Add 1 cup of flour at a 
time and keep working it into the 
butter and sugar—by hand, not on 
the mixer. Knead on a floured 
board. Line a cookie sheet with 
waxed paper or foil and pat the 
mixture flat with the hands. Prick 
with a fork here and there, Heat 
oven very hot, then reduce the heat 
to 350° or 325° when the short- 
bread goes into the oven. Bake 1 
hour. While it’s still hot, sprinkle 
the top with sugar and cut into 
squares or oblongs. That’s all, But, 
we promise you, it’s going to dis- 
appear fast! 


For Those Lunchboxes 
For a lunchbox treat, it’s hard to 
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find anything better than Banana 
Walnut Bread, 

To make it, mix 34 cup sugar, 
14 cup shortening, and 2 eggs; beat 
hard until light. Then add 1 cup 
mashed ripe bananas. 

Next sift together 2 cups sifted 
flour; 2 teaspoons baking powder; 
1% teaspoon salt; and 4 teaspoon 
soda, and add it, a little at a time, 
to the mixture. Beat just until 
smooth, Stir in 1 cup chopped wal- 
nuts. 

Turn it all into a greased loaf 
pan, Bake at 356° for 60 to 70 
minutes, 

This bread slices well even when 
warm. Good with any sandwich 
filling or just as is! 


Bananas? See what happens to 
them from the time they are picked 
until the time they reach your 
neighborhood market, (“Banana 
Bonanza”’——see page 6.) 


We feel that good food, fun, 
family and Christmas time just 
naturally go 
together. So, 
from our kitch- 
en to yours, 
go our very 
best wishes for 
a happy Holi- 
day Season. 
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Railroads of the Hour 
By S. Kip Farrington, Jr. 


Author Farrington has written 
another one on railroading. 

Just off the press is “Railroads 
of the Hour,” his seventh book on 
American railroads. 

As the title implies, the book is 
about railroading today, describing 
what has oceurred in modern 
United States railroad practices 
during the last five years. 

In his latest work, Farrington 
covers both new freight and pas- 
senger trains, operating practices, 
new CTC installations and the lat- 
est in classification yards. Radio, 
piggyback and specialized services 
are also described in quite some 
detail. 

The 161 photographic illustra~ 
tions in the book form an interest- 
ing display of modern railroad 
equipment. 

Southern Pacific people will find 
Farrington’s chapters on our com- 
pany and its affiliates absorbing. 
There is an interesting account of 
SP’s track maintenance program. 
And another of the chapters de- 
scribes our terminals, with special 
attention given to the Englewood 
Yard at Houston. 

Anyone interested in modern 
railroads and railroading should 
find “Railroads of the Hour” pleas- 
ant reading. (Coward-MeCann, 
Inc., New York, $8.50.) 
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Between Bookends 


Central Route to the Pacific, by 
Gwinn Harris Heap, published in 
1957 by Arthur H. Clark Company 
of Glendale, California. Contains 
writings on railroad and Indian af- 
fairs by Edward F. Beale, Thomas 
H. Benton, Kit Carson, and Col. 
Ethan Allen Hitchcock. (Limited 
edition, with 346 pages.) Price 
$9.56. 

Freight for Wells Fargo, by 
Chuck Stanley. Published in 1958 
by Arcadia House, New York City. 
This mystery story is wound 
around trouble shooter Gene Cal- 
lan who prevents a stage coach 
robbery. (222 pages.) Price $2.75. 


The Story of American Railroads, 
by Stewart Holbrook. Fourth 
printing, June, 1958. Crown Pub- 
lishers, Inc., 419 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 16. $2.98 (sold original- 
ly for $6.00). An interesting his- 
tory of American railroads by an 
able writer. Included are many 
colorful incidents which will ap- 
peal not only to railroaders but 
also to railfans and others. An ex- 
cellent source of information on 
a great variety of subjects. 


WATCH OUT! Don't throw that chewing 
gum wrapper in the corer. Others will 
do the same, and soon you'll have a 
regular junk pile near you. Practice 
Good housekeeping each day. 
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>ROY EDWARDS, bridge and building 
clerk, Tucson, retired after nearly 38 
years with Southern Pacific, and was 
honored at a ferewell party. He at- 
tributes his good health to the fine 
Arizona climate. 


<W. 1. MATSLER, feft, engineer on the Rio 
Grande Division, retired after 45 years 
of accident-free service. On hand to con- 
gratulate kim upon his arrival at Ei Paso 
after his last run was H. Nations, road 
foreman of engines. 


SO-LONG, EMIL! Veteran engincer Emil Ford, Los Angeles Division, with his wife at 
his side, is congratulated by Superintendent R. D, Workman of Los Angeles Union 
Passenger Terminal as he begins his last run on the Coast Daylight after 41 years of 
SP service. Also present for the occasion was Ford's sister, Mrs, Hattie Oakes, 
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> CELEBRATING his retirement from South- 


> ACCIDENT-FREE career of 39 years with 
Southern Pacific ended with the retire- 
ment of C. L. (Roy) Bunnell, left, en- 
gineer, Salt Lake Division. Among these 
on hend to congratulate Rey on his last 
day of work were E. 0. Fink, center, road 
foreman of engines, and R. L. Smith, 
master mechanic. 
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4 CONGRATULATIONS to Kerl Wildeson, 
left, engineer of the Western Division, 
who retired after more than 47 years’ 
service, and to Carl MeCune, an engineer 
of the Shaste Division, who retired after 
41 years with Southern Pacific. 


(OLIVER DOWD, left, engineer, Western 
Division, retired after 45 years’ SP serv- 
ice, Among those to greet Oliver at 
Stockton on his last run was N. B. Eddle- 
stone, assistant superintendent. 


NAMES. IN| THE NEWS 


Cc. O. Olsen Serving 
On National Council 


ARL O. OLSEN, passenger traf- 

fic public relations manager, 

Central District, is currently serv- 

ing as vice president of the West- 

ern Conference, United Community 

Funds and Councils of America, 
Inc. 

Earlier this year, Olsen and a 
small group of other businessmen 
and civic leaders from across the 
nation, met with Neil McElroy, 
secretary of defense, in Washing- 
ton to discuss relations between 
the Defense Department and com- 
munity leadership. 

Olsen is also past president of 
the Alameda County United Fund 
and a current member of the 
United Bay Area Crusade execu- 
tive committee. 


Metcalf on TV, Breathes there a 
small boy who does not dream of 
becoming a locomotive engineer? 
Perhaps that’s one reason for the 
big hit made by SP Engineer Her- 
man Metcalf of Eugene when he 
appeared on the KOAC-TV chil- 
dren’s program, “Daddies at Work” 
and explained the responsibilities 
and duties of an engineer. Adults 
enjoyed it, too, 


Pat Stinson, former city freight 
agent, San Francisco, has been 
named foreign freight agent. He 
succeeds O, V. Gibson who died 
October 1. Stinson joined SP in 
1950 as a file clerk in the freight 
traffic office af San Francisco. He 
served in various positions in that 
department prior to his appoint- 
ment as city freight agent in 1952. 


“Old Rails Club,” composed of 
Western Division pensioners and 
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HALF-CENTURY of service ended last 
month fer Sam Longe, general boiler 
foreman at Taylor Yard in kes Angeles. 
His entire railroading career was spent 
in Los Angeles. He was honored at a 
testimonial dinner on November 7 by 
125 fellow workers. 


their wives, enjoyed a special train 
excursion on October 14 from Oak- 
Jand to Tracy. They were guests 
of Tracy pensioners for lunch, 


H. J. Poirier, division master car 
repairer at Sparks, retired recently 
after 39 years of SP service. He 
joined our company in 1919 as a 
ear builder at Ogden. In 1936 he 
went to Sparks as foreman of 
freight repairs. During subsequent 
years he served in various posi- 
tions on the Salt Lake, Western, 
Rio Grande and Shasta divisions. 


Elmo M. Reneer, assistant agent, 
Los Angeles freight station, died 
November 4 at our General Hos- 
pital in San Francisco, Reneer was 
well known throughout the SP 
system and among Mexico City 
railroad people whom he’d worked 
with. 
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FREIGHT CLAIM PREVENTION 
1959 SLOGAN CONTEST 


The annual claim prevention slogan contest sponsored by the Special- 
ized Operations Department is now open, 

A first prize of $25 will be awarded to the Southern Pacific man or 
woman who submits the best loss and damage slogan, says P. M. 
Chaimov, manager of Specialized Operations. Second and third awards 
will be $15 and $10, 

Slogans should be as brief as possible (10 words or fess) presenting 
@ loss and damage prevention message that is “catchy” and easy to 
remember. The slogan does not have to rhyme. 

Winner of the 1958 claim prevention contest was Herbert Hardy, 
car inspector of Sacramento, who hit the target with his slogan: “Aim to 
be Damage Free.” 

All you need to do is fill out the blank below, or a facsimile, and 
send your entries (as many as you like) to the Slogan Contest Editor. 
Use Railroad Mail, when possible, 


Entries must be received not later than Janvary 15. Winners will be 


announced in the February issue of the Bulletin. 


SLOGAN CONTEST EDITOR 
c/o Mr. P. M. Chaimoy, Manager, Specialized Operations 


Southern Pacific Company 
64 Market Street 
Sen Francisco 5, California 


Here is my entry for the 1959 slogan contest: 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


CIN 


STATE______ 


OCCUPATION_. 
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Weed, Edua. Success, ete... 


Railroad Towns 
Have Colorful Names 


6“ HAT’S in a name?” asked 

Shakespeare. Not too much, 
perhaps, Yet it’s interesting some- 
times to study names and their 
origins. 

Take California, for example. 
There are at least 150,000 geo- 
graphical names in the State. The 
Indians, the early white explorers, 
the padres, the pioneer settlers and 
the surveyors had the greatest in- 
fluence on the selection of these 
names. Next on the Hst doubtless 
comes a company — ours. In the 
American period of California his- 
tory the Southern Pacific probably 
has been responsible for the nam- 
ing of more places in the State 
than any other single organization, 
public or private. 

On Pacific Lines we need more 
than 2200 station names to keep 
the railroad going, plus hundreds 
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of more names for places of less 
than station rank, Of these 2200- 
plus, more than 1200 are on our 
lines in California. 


Like your names short? On the 
railroad in California we have Elk, 
Gay, Jet, May, Ord, Owl, Riz 
and Wyo. About the longest we 
have are names like San Luis 
Obispo, South San Francisco, 
Shingle Springs, West Applegate, 
Clipper Gap and Kentucky House. 

Nothing there te compare with 
the record railroad station name in 
Wales: Llanfairpwligwyngllgog- 
eryehwyrndrobwilllandysiligogo- 
goch. (Translation: The Church of 
Saint Mary in a hollow of white 
hazel, near to a rapid whirlpool 
and to Saint Tysilios Church, close 
by a red cave.) 


For beauty’s sake we have sta~ 
SP Bulletin 
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tions Sunrise and Sunset, and 
other pleasant things like Quality, 
Success, Tranquility, Newlove, 
Stronghold, Summerland. Too, 
there's Mystic. 

Perhaps Arizona railroading has 
California beat for sheer beauty 
with its nostalgic Christmas. At 
the opposite pole, for harshness it 
would be hard to top Arizona’s 
Growler. 


Trees and Girls 


Back in California, we can offer 
trees including Live Oak, Maple, 
Walnut, Willows, and toss in more 
natural wonders like Acorn, Jas- 
mine, Shrub, Wood and Wheat- 
land, 

And how about those girls, just 
to name a few: Agatha, Carmenita, 
Dorris, Edna, Elsa, Iris, Lois, 
Madeline, Marilyn, Ora and Sclma. 

Want to go modern and indus- 
trial? SP lines in California offer 
Kilowatt, Nitro, Steam, Ferrum 
and Motion, (No swanky Chrome, 
but Oregon has one.) 

Southern Pacific (and Central 
Pacifie) directly named scores of 
California points in the seventies 
and ’eighties. Among the names 
chosen by the railroad to honor 
local land owners, merchants, or 
public officials are Delano, Duns- 
muir, Friant, Gridley, Keeler, 
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King City, Lindsay, Millbrae, 
Newhall, Newman, and Niles. 

Occasionally a name changed in 
an unusual way. Lemocre was 
known as Lee Moore’s after Dr. 
L, Lee Moore until SP began using 
the shortened form. Coalinga 
evolved from SP’s Coaling Station 
A, where soft coal discoveries of 
the early 1890s were all but for- 
gotten after oil was discovered in 
1900. Ducor is another name SP 
abbreviated in 1899 from the for- 
mer name, Dutch Corners, 

Comparatively few stations were 
named by the railroad for its own 
officers, but among those which 
were we have Cisco, Colton, Corn- 
ing, Redding, Sanger and Tracy. 

Selma was named by SP at Le-~ 
land Stanford’s request for the 
daughter of Max Gruenberg. And 
after Stanford chose Palo Alto 
(high tree) as the name of his 
estate SP applied it to the railroad 
stations in 1891. 

Judah Honored 

No points on the railroad are 
named directly for the Big Four, 
but Mts. Stanford, Crocker, Hop- 
kins and Huntington in Fresno and 
Mono Counties were named for 
them in 1909. The several Hunt- 
ingtons, including Huntington 
Beach and Huntington Park, all 
appear to be named for Henry FE. 
Huntington, nephew of Collis P. 
Huntington and founder of our Pa- 
cific Electric Railway. Mt. Judah in 
Placer County was named in 1941 
by the Sierra Club, belatedly hon- 
oring our first Chief Engineer 
Theodore D. Judah. 

It was Judah himself who named 
Folsom in 1855 as the terminus of 
his Sacramento Valley Railroad, 
first in California and actual start 
of our present-day eight-state sys- 
tem, 

The name of every President of 
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‘El sefior es muy modesto.” 


the United States reportedly ap- 
pears on a railroad station some- 
where except the name of Eisen~ 
hower (there is an Ike, Texas, near 
his birthplace of Denison). But 
none of these is on SP rails in 
California. 

How about Fillmore, you say? 
Our Fillmore was named in 1887 
for J. A. Fillmore, SP general su- 
perintendent. 


Modesto Named 


When SP built to the site of 
modern Modesto in 1870 the name 
Ralston was suggested to honor 
William C. Ralston, famous finan- 
cier and SP director. Ralston de- 
clined the honor; whereupon a 
caballero observed, “El senor es 
muy modesto.” (“The gentieman 
is very modest.”) 

“That’s a good name,” Ralston 
is supposed to have observed. 
“Let’s call it Modesto.” 

For classical dignity it’s hard to 
match Montalvo, which SP named 
in 1887 for the Spanish author in 


30 


whose 16th century writing the 
name California first appears. 

We named Manteca in 1870 after 
a local creamery of the same name, 
which is simply Spanish for butter. 

Names had to be chosen rapidly 
in 1882-1883 when SP laid the 
present-day Santa Fe line from 
Mojave easterly through bare des- 
ert to the Colorado River at 
Needles. So a practice of some 
other railroads was adopted in the 
selection of names in alphabetical 
sequence. We came up with Am- 
boy, Bristol (some say Bagdad), 
Cadiz, Danby, Edson (some say 
Essex), Fenner, Gofts, Homer, cte., 
most of them triggered by memo- 
ries of places “back East.” 


Civil War Plays Part 


Kearsarge, on our narrow gauge 
line in Owens Valley, wasn’t 
named by SP but has an interest- 
ing origin. When the Confederate 
raider Alabama sank the Union 
warship Hatteras in 1863, Southern 
sympathizers around Lone Pine 
called their area the Alabama 
Hills. The following year, when 
the Union man-of-war Kearsarge 
sank the Alabama, Union support- 
ers seized the advantage to name 
Kearsarge, 

The towns listed in our Coast 
Line timetable read like The Lit- 
any of the Saints ...San Francisco, 
San Mateo, San Jose, San Lucas, 
San Miguel, Santa Margarita, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Susana ... ending in El Pueblo 
de Nuestra Sefiora la Reina de Los 
Angeles. 

Finally, there’s an Amos on our 
Sunset mainline near Niland, but 
we have to go all the way to an- 
other railroad in Missouri to find 
old Andy. 
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A Monster! 


HE GOT HIM IN ALASKA! Henry Oswald, 
San fouquin Div. conductor, admires 
giant antler spread of moose he bagged 
on a recent trip te Alaske, The antler 
spread was an amazing 6236”—placing 
it among the large game trophies of 
the world. You will notice in the picture 
how the meose fell straight down, bury- 
ing his face and driving his horas into 
the sod, Hank writes, “He was charging 
me and 1 dropped him with a .375 
Magnum—not 8 feet from me.” The moose 
weighed about 1700 pounds. 


CIGARS, CANDY 
Births in Our SP Families 


Sons to: Robert Gordon, telegrapher, 
Portland; Joan Malley, ticket | sorter, 
Passenger Accounts, General Office: 
Barbara Pearson, key punch operator, 
Passenger Accounts, General Office: R. 
E. Davis, wire chief, Shasta Division. 

Daughters to: Brian Currie, technical 
student, Chief Engineer's Office, Gen- 
eral Office: Stanley Moore, estimator 
“A.” Bakersfield; James Kightlinger, 
cost analyst “A,” Bakersfield; David 
Campbell, draftsman “C,” Bakersfield; 
Ursula Turner, steno, Executive Dept., 
General Office; and Gerald Turner, me- 
chanic, PMT Shops, SF. 
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BEST WISHES! 
Marriages 


MARRIED: Maria Flores, waybill 
clerk, Nogaies to Secundio Garcia, 
baggage and mail handler, Tucson; 
Andrew Anderson, asst. public relations 
manager, San Francisco, to Marian 
Francis, 


THANKS TO YOU! 
Deserving Happy Retirement 


COAST DIVISION: David Adams, 
crossing watchman; Francis Buckley, 
clerk; John DaGraca, car inspector; 
Leonard Drewes, machinist; Domenico 
Foti, boilermaker helper; Theodore 
Francis, car inspector; Milton Gilbert, 
brakeman; Natividad Gutierrez, coach 
cleaner; Eugene Lang, engineer; Albert 
Lucchesi, freight carman; Ida McFad- 
den, janitress; Sebastian Morales, 
stevedore; Howard Pearson, MP&C la- 
borer; Manuel Serrano, boilermaker; 
Robert Stradinger, crossing watchman. 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION: Eaward 
Brooks, chore boy operator; Luz Cis- 


GEORGE KAHLER, assistant electrical en- 
gineer, Engineering Department, San 
Francisco, retired October 31, after more 
than 37 years’ service. After graduating 
from the University of California he be~ 
gon his railroading career with the NWP 
as assistant to superintendent of elec- 
trical activities. 


neroz, laborer; Jess Covington, tower- 
man; Glen Day, motor car mechanic; 
George Frew, train dispatcher; Paul 
Gordon, engineer; Mary Guhm, cashier- 
clerk; Neal Hart, machinist; William 
Keefer, claim inspector; Maud Kul- 
stad, telegrapher-clerk; Joseph La- 
Mont, claim inspector; Sebastian Las- 
eano, track laborer; Jose Moreno, sec- 
tion ‘laborer; Nicholas Netwig, sheet 
metal worker; John Paul, clerk; John 
Rhodes, engineer; George Robb, car 
clerk; Perey Smith, carman; Walter 
Troutman, telegrapher-clerk; Ernest 
Weber, yardman. 

LOS ANGELES suops: Edward Barton, 
machinist; William Gaines, carman: 
George LaCroix, boilermaker helper: 
Federico Montoya, machinist; John 
Owens, machinist; John Randolph, 
sheet metal worker. 

PORTLAND DIVISION: Frank Boyer, 
engineer; Vincent Chullo, lead car in- 
spector: Collier Dutson, blacksmith 
helper: William Hart, machinist helper; 
Andrew Hedin, RH laborer; William 
Hefner, engincer; Harold Hermansen, 
B&B carpenter: William Hobbs, signal- 
man: Roy Houston, telegrapher; George 
Kuhnhenn, freight carman; Arehie 
Markee, agent; Miller McCutchen, yard- 
man; Otto Nelson, clerk: Olaf Saltveit, 


LAST RUN. Retiring after more than 40 

years’ service wus Conductor C. S. Bush, 

right, Congratulating him is V. E. Anders 

son, superintendent of the Sacramento 
n. 


“GOOD LUCK, TEX," says Wire Chief Pau! 
Brown, Fresno, to fola (Tex) Waltz, chief 
telephone operator, who retired Novem- 
ber 1, after 35 yours’ service. Her hus- 
band, Otto, retired in 1956 as en 
assistant accountant at the Freight Office 
in Fresno after 37 years with SP. 


asst. B&B foreman; Albert Trojan, tel- 
egrapher; Rosen Turner, freight car- 
man; Anthony Viner, stower. 

RIO GRANDE DIVISION: Juan Alvillar, 
blacksmith; James Atkins, engineer; 
Barney Davis, yardman; Andres Esea- 
milla, laborer; Juan Gonzales Garcia, 
carman; William Inge, car inspector; 
Antonio Martinez, freight carman; Juan 
Mendez, section laborer; Leo Pempsell, 
machinist; Gregorio Reyes, locomotive 
carpenter: Refugio Salas, freight car- 
man; Grover Tipton, signal clerk; 
George Wilhelm, car inspector. 

SACRAMENTO BIVISION: Hijalmar 
Alexson, yardman; George Davis, car 
inspector; Antonio Dominguez, section 
laborer: Clifford Ferguson, carpenter} 
Dane Kirkbride, machinist; William 
Langsdon, personal record clerk; Leon- 
ard Orsolini, section foreman; Alex 
Pinon, painter helper; Ray Rechter, 
conductor; Charles Reynolds, conduc- 
tor; John Schell, yardman; Arthur 
Swain, engineer; Ralph Trexler, engi- 
neer. 

SACRAMENTO SHOPS: John Fuchs, 
blacksmith; Julius Kimbrell, machin- 
ist; Pedro Lopez, molder helper; 
Charles Matson, machinist; Nick Mazu- 
leni, blacksmith; Theodore Morelli, ma- 
chinist helper; Peter Schaff, freight 
carman; Clyde Shafer, machinist; Amos 
Slippy, freight carman; Giuseppe Stassi, 
painter helper: Robert Vargas, machin- 
ist. 

SALT LAKE DIVISION: Frank Ackerly, 
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power plant attendant: Haghert Ander- 
son, machinist; Sebastiano Castro, ma- 
chinist helper; John Euart, locomotive 
painter; Floyd Farnsworth, dispatcher; 
Harry Ferguson, engineer; Charles 
Johnson, machinist; William Lee, MP 
laborer; Archie Miller, engineer: Tsu~ 
neo Morlucht, section laborer; Giuseppe 
Piceinini, section laborer; Pete Stavros, 
machinist. 

SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION: Harry Bei- 
son, section foreman; Valente Cadena, 
section laborer; Lester McKim, clectri- 
cian; Dante Pasquini, freight carman. 

SHASTA DIVISION: Russell Akers, car 
inspector; Charles Avery, carman; 
Basil Behnke, engineer; Cecil Bowman, 
telegrapher: John Campbell, car inspec- 
tor; Arthur DeMers, engineer; Walter 
Graham, section foreman; Elen Kafer, 
clerk; Ha LaFleur, telegrapher; Earl 
Masters, engincer; George Northrup, 
clerk. 

TUCSON DiVisiON: John Baird, car- 
penter; Thomas Burke, loader CB op- 
erator; Pascal Dean, brakeman; Loren- 
zo Esquivel, car inspector; Jose Gomez, 
trucker; Forest Liles, conductor; Joe 
Petrez, carman; Mariano Seballos, 
coach cleaner; Harry Shaw, machinist: 
Ralph Shoemaker, B&B carpenter. 

WESTERN DIVISION: William Arm- 
strong, passenger carman; Arthur Ar- 
nal, conductor; Joseph August, boiler- 
maker; Pleasant Blanks, yardman; 


RETIRING after 41 years’ service was 
R, J. (Ross) Anderson, right, engineer on 
the Salt Lake Division, Wishing him welt 
is President ©. H, Blackburn of the Broth- 
hood of Locomotive Engineers. 


JOHN HANCOCK, train baggageman of 
the Salt Lake Division, retired November 
1 after 37 years of service with SP. 
Shown with him is his proud wife. 


Henry Brallier, mail & baggage han- 
dier; Milton Campbell, asst. mail & 
baggage handler; Clarence Christian, 
agent; Marcus Edgar, boilerwasher 
helper; Fred Hull Evans, asst. mail & 
baggage handler; Tony Greblo, car in- 
spector; James Hughes, signalman- 
coderman; Roy Larkin, clerk-baggage- 
man; Thomas Lennon, engine foreman: 
Theodore Lipanovich, car foreman; 
George Minotte, section foreman; Angel 
Mota, janitor; John Nicholson, teleg- 
rapher; Marko Perjanik, carman help- 
er; Thomas Robertson, marine fireman; 
William Sale, agent-telegrapher; Mari- 
ano Silva, deckhand; Joseph Smith, 
signal maintainer; Russell Spaulding, 
traveling motor car mechanic; Will 
Stanley, coach cleaner; Irley Stevens, 
loader; George Stine, engineer; James 
Sumpter, yardman; Lillie Taylor, coach 
cleaner; Cleve Thomas, electrician; 
David Villegas, supplyman. 

SD&AE RAILWAY: Fred Gay, MofwW 
clerk; John Lewis, section foreman; 
Percy Mottram, chief clerk, traffic dept. 

NWP RAILROAD: LeRoy Adams, 
freight carman; Roy Bazemore, carpen- 
ter helper; Henry Beyers, millman; 
John Salazar, section laborer; Joseph 
Salerno, section laborer; Herbert Smith, 
fireman; Joe Visca, carpenter helper; 
Benjamin Vonah, agent-telegrapher; 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Harry Hopper, (left) sheetmetal worker at Bakersfield, who 
retired affer 40 years of railroading; Wilbur Meyer (center) also of Bakersfield, who 
retired as a taborer after 42 years’ service: and to F, D, Franke, district traveling 


storekeeper, West Qukland, whe retired after 49 years 


our company. (Last 


month, a negative was inadvertently switched and we ran a picture of Franke’s boss, 
c. M. Sullivan, asst. gen. storekeeper, instead of Franke. And Franke-ly, we're sorry.) 


James Vulgaris, track laborer. 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC: Albert Amador, 
track laborer; Ernest Haney, trainman. 


MISCELLANEOUS: Tlelen Armstrong, 
head calculating and recap clerk, 
Auditor of Disbursements; Robert 
Paine, transportation clerk, Auditor of 
Disbursements; Paul! Holmestund, infor- 
mation clerk-accountant-ticket clerk, 
Passenger Traffic Dept.; Gladys Harvey, 
clerk, Office of Vice President-SPT-PR, 
all of General Office; Walter Johnson, 
shovel engineer, Engineering MofWé&S, 
system; James Coghlan, store order 
clerk, Genera] Hospital, San Francisco; 
Julia Perasso, chief telephone operator, 
Communications, Stockton; Francis 
Wager, stores helper, Brooklyn Stores; 
Pedto Llamas, welder helper, El Paso 
General Stores; John Corso, painter, 
Erastus Colbert, laborer “A,” both West 
Oakiand General Stores; Blas Asias, 
scrap sorter, Ladislado Delgado, labor- 
er, Paul Puccio, laborer “A,” all of Los 
Angeles General Stores; Eunice Em- 
mert, helper, George Gonsalves, store 
helper, Minnie Lane, store boy, Mary 
Palladino, laborer, Dan Sarti, serap 
sorter, Wallace Sheehan, automotive 
attendant, all of Sacramento General 
Stores; William Paishon, Sr., Jocomo- 
tive crane operator, West Oakland 
Wood Preserving Plant; Walter Batschi, 
steward, R. P. Campbell, cook, Irene 
Del Monte, presser, Henry Neal, cook, 
Alma Rennell, Hatwork jironer, Blan- 
chard Wade, dining car waiter, Samuel 
Duhaney, dining car chef, all of West 
Oakland Dining Car Department; Rob- 
ert Garber, stewards desk clerk, Enid 
Jones, porter, both Los Angeles Dining 
Car Department; Will Coats, baggage, 
Donald Farneman, asst. cashier, Henry 
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White, baggage and mail handier, all of 
of Los Angeles LAUPT. 

W. J, Cunningham, special account- 
ant, Capital Expenditures, San Fran- 
cisea. 


OUR SYMPATHY 
Deaths in SP Family 


COAST DIVISION: Andres Martinez, 
stationary engineer. Pensioners: Jesse 
Claybourne, red cap porter: Joseph 
Margucei, blacksmith; Walter Phe- 
mester, switchman; Peter Stretz, yard 
clerk. 

PORTLAND DIVISION: Viola Earn- 
heart, steno; Walter McGlasson, car 
foreman's clerk; Oswald Pisani, engi- 
neer; Oscar Noreen, agent; Darrel 
Sprague, chief clerk, Park Street Sta- 
tion. Pensioners: Harry Boyle, switch- 
man; Buford Brown, conductor; Ray- 
mond Busey, conductor; John Isham, 
agent; Fred Norton, hostler; Fred Scan- 
lon, engineer. 

RIO GRANDE DIVISION: Pensioners: 
Sevier Bohanon, brakeman-conductor; 
James Bute, pumper; Christian Grube, 
B&B foreman. 

SA AMENTO DIVISION: William 
Brandimore, conductor. Pensioners: 
Thomas Sharp, brakeman; Clarence 
Trokel, conductor. 

SACKAMENTO SHOPS: Pensioners: 
Thomas Dowrick, machinist foreman; 
Joe Valodes, molder helper; Vite Virga, 
machinist helper. 

SALT LAKE DIVISION: E, P, Fairchild, 
engineer. Pensioners: Domingue Cardi- 
nal, pipefitter: John DeGroot, boiler- 
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maker helper; Ernest Grimes, asst. en- 
gineer. 

SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION: Walter Gage, 
bulldozer operator; Benson A. Rogers, 
conductor. Pensioners: Thomas Berry, 
switehtender; Jesse Dugger, engineer; 
James Radoumis, boilermaker inspec- 
tor. 

SHASTA DIVISION: Harry A. Strom, 
switchman. Pensioner: Guy Lewis, con- 
ductor. 

TUCSON DIVISION: Pensioners: Jose 
Arriola, coach cleaner; Angel Mancil- 
las, machinist; Bryon Nash, engineer. 

WESTERN DIVISION: Simon Anaya, 
crane helper; Clarence Carter, yard 
clerk; Clara Christensen, timekeeper- 
clerk; Laurence Gallagher, engineer; 
Robert Lewis, yard laborer. Pensioners: 
Philip Guilmet, switchman; Peter 
Kwolek, switchman; Roy Millikan, car 
inspector; Burrell Snyder, engine 
watchman; John Sobey, agent; Manuel 
Solten, watchman. 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION: Charles By- 
ers, switchman; Ollie Hester, coach 
cleaner; Freda Osborne, telegrapher; 
Elmo Reneer, assistant agent. 

LOS ANGELES SHOPS: Pensioner: 
George Zuba, boilermaker helper. 
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COMMUNICATIONS: Elmer M. Webster, 
assistant to the superintendent, San 
Francisco. 

PACIFIC ELECTRIC: Carl Shearer, 
trainman; Harold Sanders, trainman. 
Pensioners: Howell Ayres, .trainman; 
Charles Gonsalez, signalman; Sherman, 
Montgomery, car repairer; Charles 
Thorngren, trainman; Frank Weidler, 
trainman; Arthur Wood, trainman. 

MISCELLANEOUS: Verlet Wilson, 
waiter, Commissary, West Oakland; 
John Watson, cook, Commissary, West 
Oakland; Eleanor Brunner, clerk, 
Emergency Hospital, Roseville; George 
P. Maas, dispatcher, PM'T, San Fran- 
cisco, Pensioners: John Schaumloffel, 
blacksmith-welder, El Paso General 
Shops: John Staus, department-fore- 
man, El Paso General Shops; John Bot- 
tarini, deckhand, NWP, Southern Divi- 
sion; John Warren, engineer, NWP, 
Northern District; Garfield Morris, asst 
engineer, Valuation Department, Ge 
eral Office; Herbert Harry, head esti- 
mator, Signal Department, General 
Office: Frank Arnerich, janitor, General 
Hospital, San Francisco; Willie Jones, 
longshoreman, SPSSL, Galveston, 
Texas; Manuel Martinez, janitor, El 
Paso Stores. 
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; tests fuels 
ed forS.P. 


[5S] Ono of tho moet important jobs we have at 
|eshea| Southern Pacitc is keeping oar fleet of 2,000 

SS diesel Iocomotives operating st prak e@i- 
cinery, Reeuntly we quipped two isearpotives tar 
standing terte with “hot” er tedionetive pstow 
rings, Getger tobes count the particles of metal 
worn off thi ranga As a result, we're now getting 
information in 6 to # Aowrs that ordinary teste 
could give us only after f to 3 years. These teats, 
conducted jolstly with Standard Ol Company of 
Calitornia, tell ws the effects of differant fuoln, 
Furcanta and iergroed engine parte on engine 
@peration sod wear. 


Here is another exomple of bow &, P raskes use 
of the latest developments in sclence to provide 
better, mor dependable transportation=a com: 
plete, modern service that we'd like to have you try. 


The &-atate Gslslen Ermpire served by 
Boathera Fartfe tren of the 

faster growing and reat productive 
sores i tha LJ, S, Ite eur fob fa mated 
this widality soidh dyna, rowcrorfal 
fruportaiion sernice, 


Southern Pacific 


Serving the Cobden Lengre with 
TRAINS + TRUCKS + PHIGYHACK ~ PIPELINES 
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